
 
 
South Carolina Coastal Hypoxia  
An area of Long Bay, near Myrtle Beach, SC, has recently (approximately Aug 17-27) 
experienced hypoxic and anoxic events similar to those which occurred in July 2004. A working 
group comprised of state and federal agency and academic partners quickly responded to this 
event with a variety of research and monitoring efforts.  S.C. Sea Grant Consortium facilitated 
the coordination of researchers from S.C. Department of Natural Resources, University of South 
Carolina, Coastal Carolina University, NOAA’s Hollings Marine Laboratory and Center for 
Coastal Monitoring and Assessment, and University of North Carolina at Wilmington.  This multi-
state and multi-agency collaboration has led to a more robust dataset compared to the event in 
2004.  Data collected has included measurements of natural resources such as fish and 
phytoplankton, nutrients, organic matter, currents and wind, and water chemistry (Fig.1).  In 
addition, remotely sensed data such as sea surface temperature and chlorophyll have been 
evaluated.  The information collected during the event is currently being evaluated.  For more 
information please contact Denise Sanger at (843) 953-2078 or Denise.Sanger@scseagrant.org 
 

 
  
Fig. 1.  The dissolved oxygen concentrations in the surface and bottom water at Apache Pier (North 
Myrtle Beach, SC).  Data source: Susan Libes Coastal Carolina University. 
 
 
CIFLOW update 
The CIFLOW team (comprised of individuals from NSSL, NOAA in the Carolinas, SECART, and 
other groups) are working to further demonstrate the capability of CIFLOW models and to 
identify areas for improvement and continued development.  Currently, the team is working with 
NOAA nowCOAST personnel to ensure information can be exchanged and placed on the 
nowCOAST site.  A framework for the website has been developed which includes webpages 
that: 1) simulate results from tests for Isabel; 2) simulate results from tests for Alberto; and, 3) 
provide real-time data.  Also included will be aerial photos of stream gauge locations and USGS 



hydrographs as well as data that have been downloaded and plotted. The site, when ready, will 
be password protected.   
 
Work continues at the University of Oklahoma and UNC – Chapel Hill to get ADCIRC set up.  
For the distributed hydro model, rating curves have been obtained from the USGS to convert to 
stage height so the information can be plotted in a way that forecasters understand, similar to 
what is being produced currently through the NWS River Forecast Center and Advanced 
Hydrologic Prediction System web pages. Real-time hydrographs are being produced as well. 
 
A corollary effort with OU Sea Grant and NWS Warning Decision Training Branch on simulating 
a landfalling tropical system is ramping up. The effort will use data from one of the two case 
studies (Alberto or Isabel) to drive the scenario.  Finally, CIFLOW, along with the HMT-SE, will 
be discussed September 18 in plenary sessions at the upcoming Hurricane Floyd Symposium at 
East Carolina University. 
 
Website 
NOAA in the Carolinas “In the Spotlight” the month features USGS/NOAA deep sea coral 
research.  To learn more about the research activities, please visit: www.carolinas.noaa.gov. 
 
Meetings and Events 
Remember to look at the NinC calendar to see a full list of upcoming activities - 
http://www.carolinas.noaa.gov/. If you would like to post an event to the NinC calendar, please 
send meeting/event details to Jennifer Dorton – dortonj@uncw.edu.  
 
NOAA in the Carolinas Meeting 
The NOAA in the Carolinas Steering Committee is actively planning the next NOAA in the 
Carolinas annual meeting. The theme for the 2010 meeting is “Climate Adaptation”. NinC 
hosted a one day planning workshop in Charleston, SC on August 14. NOAA and non-NOAA 
partners participated. More details on the NinC 2010 meeting will be available soon.   
 
Hurricane Hugo 20th Anniversary Symposium on Building Safer Communities 
The Hurricane Hugo 20th Anniversary Symposium will be held in Charleston, SC from October 
22-23, 2009. The symposium will solicit and present new information on significant changes in 
coastal-construction practices since Hugo as well as state-of-the-practice ideas and research 
results that will benefit both design professionals and builders/developers. Issues affecting 
building safety and damage reduction will also be discussed. For more information, visit 
www.atcouncil.org. 
 
North Carolina Seafood Festival Focuses on “How To” 
Seafood lovers, cooking aficionados and do-it-yourselfers will want to check out the “Cooking 
with the Chefs” tent at the 23rd Annual North Carolina Seafood Festival in Morehead City, Oct. 
2 - 4. Master chefs will prepare seafood dishes using fish and shellfish from nearby waters. 
Experts also will be on hand to discuss new online resources where people can learn more 
about locally caught seafood. For example, there is a new blog based on the Mariner’s Menu, a 
popular seafood resource and recipe book authored by Joyce Taylor. (www.marinersmenu.org) 
 
NOAA in the Carolinas will be featured at the Seafood Festival and will host an exhibit 
coordinated by the NWS Office in Newport/Morehead City and NC Sea Grant. For schedules 
and more information about the N.C. Seafood Festival, visit www.ncseafoodfestival.org. 
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Hurricane Floyd Anniversary Commemorated 
The Center for Natural Hazards Research at East Carolina University is hosting the Hurricane 
Floyd Symposium on September 17 and 18.  Laura Furgione, an assistant administrator for 
NOAA, is a keynote speaker for the symposium.  Furgione was the NWS warning coordination 
meteorologist at the NWS Newport/Morehead City office when Floyd struck. She is profiled in 
the special Autumn 2009 issue of North Carolina Sea Grant’s Coastwatch magazine. 
 
Symposium partners include North Carolina Sea Grant, NOAA, NWS, and the UNC Chapel Hill 
Institute for Public Health. For schedules, registration and other information, go online to  
www.ecu.edu/renci/floyd/index.html. Or call 252/328-5718. For more information on 
Coastwatch, including links to stories upon publication in September, go to www.ncseagrant.org 
and follow the links. 
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